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38        Johnsons conversation with the King.   [A.D. 1761
visited those splendid rooms and noble collection of books' which he used to say was more numerous and curious thai he supposed any person could have made in the time whic] the King- had employed. Mr. Barnard, the librarian, too] care that he should have every accommodation that couli contribute to his ease and convenience, while indulging hi literary taste in that place; so that he had here a very agree able resource at leisure hours.
His Majesty having been informed of his occasional visits was pleased to signify a desire that he should be told whe; Dr. Johnson came next to the library. Accordingly, the nex time that Johnson did come, as soon as he was fairly engagei with a book, on which, while he sat by the fire, he seemei quite intent, Mr. Barnard stole round to the apartment wher the King was, and, in obedience to his Majesty's command; mentioned that Dr. Johnson was then in the library. Hi Majesty said he was at leisure, and would go to him ; upo which Mr. Barnard took one of the candles that stood o the King's table, and lighted his Majesty through a suite c rooms, till they came to a private door into the library, c which his Majesty had the key. Being entered, Mr. Barnar stepped forward hastily to Dr. Johnson, who was still in profound study, and whispered him, ' Sir, here is the King Johnson started up, and stood still. His Majesty approache him, and at once was courteously easy3.
1  Dr. Johnson had the honour of contributing his assistance towarc the formation of this library; for I have read a long letter from hii to Mr. Barnard, giving the most masterly instructions on the subjec I wished much to have gratified my readers with the perusal of th letter, and have reason to think that his Majesty would have bee graciously pleased to permit its publication; but Mr. Barnard, I whom I applied, declined it'on his own account.'    BOSWELL.   It given in Mr. Croker's edition, p. 196.
2  The particulars of this conversation I have been at great pains I collect with the utmost authenticity from Dr. Johnson's own detail i myself; from Mr. Langton who was present when he gave an accoui of it to Dr. Joseph Warton, and several other friends, at Sir Joshi Reynolds's; from Mr. Barnard ; from the copy of a letter written 1 the late Mr. Strahan the printer, to Bishop Warburton; and from
Hd pride his Royal Highness had learnt nothing but the dialect of footmen and grooms.'
